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3 That the Indulgence granted to Diſſenters 
is Dangerous both to Church and State. 
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1 Novi ego hoc ſeculum moribus, quibus ſit malus bonum 
* malum. | 

3 Efe vult, ut fit ſu ſimilis: turbant, miſcent mores 
5 mali: Rapax, Invidus, 

| Sacrum profanum, publicum privatum habent. 
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Sold by J. Roberts, near the Oxford-Arms in 
Warwick-lane. 1714. 
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To prevent the further Growth 


1 
1 
To 


4 of SCHISM; 


SHEWING 


That the Indulgence granted to Diſſenters 
AY . ; | | 
is Dangerous both to Church and State. 


Am not a little ſenſible, in this 
ſmall Tract, of undergoing the 
Common Fate of all ſuch as write 
about, Affairs of State or Religion, 
that is, to be Cenſured. But the Security of 
| A 3 the 


6 * 
5: * 
the Nation is ſo much concern'd in Main: wil 
; taining the Honour and Dignity of the Chur Wig 

of Chriſt in general, and that of this Kingdom 

in particular, that any who ſhall endeavour af 
| to miſrepreſent the Proceedings of this pre du 
ſent Parliament, concerning the Caſe in que. of 
ſtion, deſerves no other than the Reproach W 
| of a Vain Projector. 


| I ſhall induſtriouſly avoid the Errors of 
| - thoſe who cry out for want of Liberty, when A 
1 they enjoy enough already to deſtroy the IO 
Conſtitution under which they expect to be E 
ſupported : nor ſhall J enter here into the 9 
large Field of Religious Liberty: but conſider H 
[ what Political Intereſt prompts us to main- B 
| tain, | 


* 
5 
*Tis, I muſt confeſs a noble Principle for 1 


Nations to preſerve a fair Intercourſe with ll 
| 


one another, and with their reſpective B 


4 
ll Members, becauſe it is their Intereſt ſo to 0 
do; but *tis ſhameful for a People to be ſo [1 
far infatuated, as not to ſee what their Inte- | 

reſt is, when it is ſo obvious to them, as in 
this Caſe of Political Reſtraizt , that hath b 
L 


— — 


been found ſo ſucceſsful by frequent Experi- 

| ence, as particularly by the Caſe of Henn), 

| the third of France, who excluding the Ha- 

| gonots from Publick Offices and Employ- 
ments, converted ſo many in three or fut 
Years, that it was then thought if he had 
8 continued 


9 „ 
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ch ſame Methods, he might, in a ſhort 
in: he, have reduced his Kingdom to one Re- 
+4 ion. And we ſee the ſame thing was pra- 
om Miſed here in King Charles the Second's days, 
2ur af whoſe Death this Nation was happily re. 
re. daced to a perfect Tranquillity, as to Religi- 
ue- Offs Liberties; and what a Bleſſing would 
ch rh a Condition be to Her Majeſty and her 
Dominions at this time. 


7 
It may juſtly ſeem ſtrange to all reaſonable 
en And conſidering Men, that thoſe Perſons who 
he far many Years laſt paſt have, under the 
be Exetence of Reformation, but vilibly to their 
he own Temporal Advantage, endeavour*d to 
cr Hing the good People of England into an 
n- Hatred, as well of the Eccleſiaſtical Govern. 
ent, as of the Forms of Pablick Worſhip and 
Ervice, by ſome very good Laws heretofore 
Eftabliſhed in this Land, and whereunto very 
any of themſelves had with their own 
Bands formally ſubſcribed, ſhould now, in- 
"Head of 5 1 their Errors, returning to 
heir due Obedience, and reclaiming the Peo- 
2. Ars whom they have hitherto miſled, to a 
n Right Underſtanding of their Duty, expect 
1 © be gratified from the Church and State, 
. © whom they have done ſo much Miſchief, - 
„ Þy Condeſcending to all their unreaſonable. 
- {Pemands, and that under the ſpecious Pre- 
;. Fence of Tender neſs of Conſcience. 
T *% : 
d & I cannot 
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I cannot, for my part, divine, how ſuch ® 
Variety of Opinions in Religious Worſhip, can 
any ways promote the Peace and Unity of 2 
State, in which undoubtedly the General Good i 
conſiſts; but rather that the Multitude of > 
Opinions muſt provoke the Anger of Almigh- Þ# 
ty God to puniſh a Nation, as he did the H 
Jews ; for he is a God of Order and not of fl 
Confuſion. 


Gregory Nazianzen, to this purpoſe, ſaith 
|| well, Order is the Mother and Security of the | 
|| Being of all things that have Being. For the 
mutual Agreement of a Society in the ſame 
manner of Worſhip, hath a mighty Influ. - 
ence both upon the Governours and Govern- 
ment, that from the Happineſs and Quiet of r 
Religion proceeds the Peace and Welfare of 
the State. The Heathens ſaw this, that Re- Bl 
ligion rightly ordered was the Baſis upon M 
which the beſt Governments were always A 
founded ; for as it is the ſtrongeſt Cement *$ 
to all Flouriſhing Societies, ſo it their great. 
eſt and beſt Ornament. { 


ch 

an Not as our Diſſenters wou'd have it, that 

af Men Aſſembling to Worſhip God, accord- 

504 to their Conſciences, neceſſarily promote the 

of Gneral Good; for at this Rate every Erhu- 

? that pretends to follow the Dictates of 

$ own Conſcience, in Preaching up his Ex- 

Bvagant Notions, every where interrupts the 

Nace of the Community, diſhonours God, 
d brings a Reproach on all Religion, as the 

ith Makers, Fifth Monarchy Men, and the like; 

eſe and the like Effects attend unlimited 


the Ahberty of Conſcience, which hath it's evil Conſe- 


me Mence s, as well as Compalſion. 

flu. 

rn · May not a Diſorderly Multitude, at any 
- of Ine, crying out for Religion and Liberty, to- 


of Wly Revolt for their Law ful Prince, and Sur- 
de. Inder themſelves up to a Foreign Power to 
50 Mule over them? or may not a People, form'd 
ay Wo a Body Politick, deliver themſelves into 
ent ie Hands of their own Prince? and is it 
at · Wt improbable that the Iſraelites did offer 
me ſuch Conditions to Gideon and his Po- 
Writy, for the great Advantage they had 

m the Midianites by his Sword? Did not 

whe Campanii, if we may truſt Livy, Subject 
Not Wemtfelves this way to the People of Rome? 
plum Campanum, ſaith he, arbemꝗ ue Capuam, 
es delubra Deum, Divina humanaque omnia 
Veſtram P. C. ditionem dedimus. 


4 B Scripture 


Scripture is plain enough, to illuſtrate th 
Truth, that no Safety can be to Mankind 
without theSatery of the Prince and Govers, 
ment under which you Live; and there ar. 
ſeveral Emphatical Expreſſions to this Pur 
poſe; intimating, that in the QUEEN ant 
her Strength, i3 all our Safety and Happineß 
The King or Prince is cail'd the Head of hi 


the Miniſter of God to thee for Good; icplyin; 
as much as the Miniſter of God by his imm: 
diate Ordinance, and is, for thy Good, whofoevn 
he be, It is worth obſerving in the Book « 
Judges, where it 1s recorded, that all Difor. 
der was in the Church and State, becauſe 
- thoſe D:ys, there was no King in Iſrael, which 
imports, they wanted a Prince andGovernour 
a ſufficient Strengh in Authority to put tht 


time for fanovations in Religion. 


Micah and his Mother will have a Religi. 
on of their own, no matter for Sacred Orders: 
what gage Pr ieſts, if every Man can enjoy 
his Liberty, his Honour, his Peace and Saſe- 


Subjects, the Light of his People, c. St 
Paul hach a ſhort bt c pithy Expreſſion, He. 


Laws in Execution; and then was a propet 
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ty? What ſignities Religion ? though Prieſts} 
| 


may be in the Church, and Judges in the 3 
Land, they are not able to guard the Publick x 


or Private from W. rong; but we have a Queen 


will never wave that Saying of Seneca's, In. I 
per Lunt I 


"JF | 2 1 

1, gium Unins, Proprietas Singulorum, the Sa- 
*. ed Prerogative is the QuxEx's, but it dero- 
„eth not from the Liberty and Property 
the Subject; it muſt be intirely ſecured, 


[1 


* 
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Th Wat it may ſecure our Liberty ang Property. 
an! 8 
of ſt But, ſay the Diſſenters in Juſtification of 
Fr gemielves, they have a Natural Liberty and 
li 2 . MB n 3 
Foperty,in Religious as well as Civil Affairs, 


Wat is, a Right to joyn themſclves to that 


1271 . _— 

A 7 which they judge will beſt conduce to 

=” de ſaving their Souls after their own way; 
" 


add then, as often as they pleaſe, forfake that 
Ehurch, and take up with another, when 
they are tired of that: So that this Medley 
Churches, and this Confuſion in chuſing 
metimes this, and ſometimes that, they 
ſfckon the beſt way z for then there wou'd be 

y need of Forms and Modes of Worſhip, no 
Hoctrines, Rites or Ceremonies, but every 


P" Man might do what was Right in his own 
yes. 

% But it had been well if theſe Men, before 

ey adventur'd to make their Impetuous and 

5 Fonfident Applications, had duly conſiderd 

170 F'1th themſelves, Firſt, what little Regard 


ey had, whilſt they were in Power, to the 
11 44 ronſciences of ſuch, their Brethren, as con- 
e au'd ſtedfaſt ro their Honeſt Principles of . 
Oyalty to their Prince, and Obedience to 
e Laws; Expoling their Perſons to Beg- 

B 2 gary 
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ſtabliſn'd Laws; the other, as it ſelf a ſuſfici - 


flacken'd, and Soveraign Authority ir fc 3 


fuſion and Ruine mult needs enſue thereupon, 4 


— — — — — 
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the Conſequence will be, every Man who wil 


I z 1 " 
gary and Contempt, and Seizing their Po. 
ſeſſions to their own Uſe, upon this accoum 
only. Witneſs the Moderation of the Saint 5 


under Oliver and the Rump. 
. 


Secondly, That if the Pretenſion of Tender B 
neſs of Conſcience, and the giving of Eaſe ani @ 
Satisfaction to ſuch as ſo pretend, ſhould h &@ 
admitted; the one, as a ſufficient Plea for Sub 
jets to warrant their Non- Obedience to e 


ent Ground for Governours, upon every ſuch 4 
perſwaſion, to Change and Innovate the fail 4 
Laws; it could not be avoided, bur that in? 
ſhort time all Reverence to the Laws woul! 4 
be laid aſide, the Sinews of Government 


grow into ſuch Contempt, that Anarchy, Con 1 


for there being the ſame Reaſon for all Preten- 4 
ders, whatſoever Liberty, Indulgence or Con 
1 


- 


4 


ceſſion ſhall be made, granted or allowed u 
any one Party or Faction ſo pretending, tl: 3 
fame in all Equity, ought to be made, grant« * 
and allowed to every other Party or Faction L 
that ſhall pretend the ſame; whereof, how fa. ; 


- 


but ſuffer himſelf to be Maſter of his own. 
Reaſon, may calily underſtand. 3 


Thirdly 


= 


13 


Tiradly, in Caſe any Conceſſions ſhould be 
Wanted them at this time, according to their 
eſires, by extending the preſent Act of In- 
Hlgence into a Liberty for Seminaries and the 
den Nyblick Education of Youth, to train up ſuch 
they want for the Service of the Miniſtry, 
c. What little Aſſurance the Church and 
Mate can have of their future Peaceable De- 
. Meanour and Acquieſcence in ſuch Conceſ- 
ons? when as her Majeſty's Gracious Indul- 
gence towards them already, hath been ſo far 
{ail Rom bringing them to ſuch a Moderation, as 
in: they find from the Church of England, that it 
ul hath rather added to their Obſtinacy and In- 


: { plency, as by their petulant Expreſſions, and 
{:] Malicious Inſinuations from the Pulpit and 
0n- Aſe where, doth too evidently appear. : 


And indeed, whoever conſiders the true 
State of things, cannot rationally hope it 
Jnould be otherwiſe; it being a certain 
& ruth, according to the learned Mr. Hooker, 
In his Eccleſiaſtical Polity, That a bare Indul- 
gence of Men, in the free Exerciſe of any Religt= 
fad pu, different form the Publick Profeſſion, can lay 
wil $20 Obligation on the Party. Perhaps when the 
wi.FRigour of a Law, under which they have 
Smarted awhile, is at firſt relaxed; this in- 
deed they may at preſent take for a Kind- 
neſs, becauſe, tis really a Favour, in compa- 
a, rifon to their former Condition; and there- 
4 fore, 


' 
ö 
| 


the Conſciences of his beſt Subjects. 
and by Conſequence no Ovligation, 


ſeem ſatisfied with this Indulgence, yet ere 
long. if Authority do not interpoſe, they Will | 


1 


85 * 
fore, as long as the Memory of that remair! uty 
freſh upon their Minds, it may poſſibly affes of, 
theni with fome grateful Reſentments. By 
alas! theſe Affections quickly vaniſh, an! 8 
then what before was Favour, is now becom Go 


'X 
"2 
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Juſtice, and their Prince did but reſtore then MW 


to their jalt and la wſul Rights, when he tod“ 
off his Tyrannical Laws and Impoſitions from 1a 
Whit 
theſe unjuſt Laws were in Force, he oppreſ>' K 
and perſecuted the People of God, and there. 
fore when he cancels them, all the Kindne; 
he is guilty of, is only to repent of his Ty. 
ranny and Perſecution , which is no Favoar, 


y 


*y 
U 
8 
2 
e 
Thus far that worthy Perſon; to whoſe ; 
Sentiments we have all the Reaſon in the © 
World to ſubſcribe, as well as from our own '%$ 
Experience, for however theſe Men may 
4 


effectually conviace us, that it is not Indu- 
gence, but a thorough Reformation, that is, 

as ſad Experience hath explain'd it, a total 

Extirpation of whatever is contrary to their 
Intereſt and Deſigns, that each different Par- 
ty endeavours to eſtabliſh; the Reaſon ol 
which Procedure, as the ſame Author informs 
Jus, is the Fundimental Principle that runs 
thro? all their Sects; That they are bound un- 4 
der pain of Eternal Damnation, to labour the 
utmoſt Z 1 


1 1 
UW 8 
.: poſt, to eftabliſh the Worſhip of God in its great- 


ot eff Purity and Perfection : and withal apprehend- 
that Way now eſtabliſbd by Law defective 


* 
"a, 


Bu * "J 

all ſuperſtitions , they cannot but be bound in 
110 * 4 . . "uy 

„ Mieſcience to endeavoar its utter Ruine and Sub- 
11 — 


us - 


En 

001... . ; 

on This is a Polat that would bear much En- 
h gement, did 1 nor rather deſire, to ſet it 


Arch briefly , that the preſent Parliament 


re. Would pleaſe in their great Wiſdoms to con- 
of, Wer, Whether it be cicher Religion or Po- 
„. Ry, to encourage the future Education and 
„ Sycceſſion of thoſe Perſons and Parties, who 


- are perſuaded in their Conſciences, that it is 
a neceflary incumbent Duty, not only to hate 


3% ind deteſt, but alſo, by all thoſe Ways and 
he Methods which they themſelves ſhall think 
un Fawtul, to weaken, alter, and extirpate the 
QQ ä ettled Government of the Church? the which 
re eration, what Influence it may have upon 
„ he Strate, and how deſtructive it may prove 
al. e Her Majeſty, her Prerogative and Domi- 


"Hons, I hope it is no Breach of Charity to 
14 zemind them. 
And another Learned Author and Legiſſa- 
tor of this Nation affirms, that.“ Being con- 
_ ..: ; . * 
. vinc'd by Rea ſon and Experience, they do 
i Age ar this Day, and have ior many Ages 
1. 5 pal, not only in Popiin but in Proteſtagt 
ix Countries, that there is an abſolute Ne- 


= __ © ceſluy 


- 


"= 


ceſſity of an Eſtabliſh'd Religion, and 8 
National Church; and that for the Pe::8M 


and Welfare of every Government, it is 
alſo neceſſary to preſerve the Adminiſtragan 
tion of publick Affairs in the Hands of Peda 
ſons of one and the ſame Perſuaſion 1 
Matters of Religion, that there may be U. 
nity and Uniformity in the Church anal 
e State, and whilſt all the publick Officer 
and Miniſters are aiming at one and th 
ſame Common and Publick Good, neil 
ther they nor the Nation may be deprive 
of that, and by any unneceſſary Diſſenſol 
“ tions or Claſhings amongſt themſelves 2M 
& bout the Means to attain it. 5 
| 

The Government of our Neighbouringlulf 
Nation Holland, is a pregnant Example cit 
this kind of Policy; and France was never 
more happy and powerful, than ſince the Re. 
voking of the Edict of Vants; for moſt of the 
fatal Troubles and Civil Wars that befel that 
Nation, were chiefly owing to the ſeveral W 
Struggles that were made by the Hagoro!s, 
to wreſt the Power out of the Hands of the in 
 Eftabliſh*d Church, till abfolute Authority * 
was forced not only to deſtroy and take away Wh 


| the Liberties of Conſcience they enjoy'd, but 
|! alſo their very Claims to Property as Natural- 
born Subjects, whilſt they remain'd obſtinate 
and rebellious : and whoever attempts to in- 
vade the Conſtitution of any Kingdom or Na- 
bal; tion, 


= | 
d 8&8 under any Pretence, whether Civil or 
e::RWoious, will ſoon alarm Authority, which 
t i$Wncern'd then to ſtand upon its Guard a- 
tragt ſuch profeſs'd Enemies both to Liberty 
"can@Religion, in the molt limited Senſe. 2 
1 11 8 TIA : 
U. Switzerland, the Freedom which the 
anClrches enjoy, is wholly owing to the In- 
erdeWndencies of their Conſtitution, whether 
th ſt or Proteſtant, for every Canton is a 
neihnct Sovereignty, and only Unite as to their 
vel Concerns. In Germany, where the Re- 
cnfofWed Religion is allow d by the Treaties of 
; Maſter and Oſnabrag, the Lutherans Indepen- 

Jeng from the Papiſts, and the Calviniſts from 

tha heres, In Poland, there was an abſo- 
inglui Freedom for the Exerciſe of all Religions, 
oli had like to have overturn'd the Conſti- 
ver Un, and the Intereſt of well governing the 
Re. dom, obliged the Diſſenters to the Na- 
the Mal, to unite into one Body, to prevent the 
bat fuſion, that other wiſe muſt have inevita- 
ral ha ppen'd from their Diſſentions. In Dant- 
0:5, the Calviniſts, Lutherans and Papiſts had 
the \M&qual Liberty in the Time of Keckerman; 
ity ww King of Poland, upon an Appeal to 
ay from their Diſſentions in the Year 1650. 
but We a Decree in Favour of. the Reformed 
al- againſt the other two. 
ate . 
in- 
on, i 


B ; From 


7 

From theſe ſeveral Inſtances, I hope 
may draw this Concluſion, to ſhew that 
narchies, Commonwealths, and all kinds 
Governments, cannot long ſubſiſt without |R 
nity or one Opinion in a National Relig: 4 
for the Body Politick ought to have as dee) WM 
. Concern to prevent Schiſm and Diſſentions i 
the Church, as for the Maintenance and 5 
pagation of Religion it ſelf: for the Um 
and Peace of any National Church, does 
ſolutely and inſeparably depend on Uniform 
ty; therefore as Unity is the thing, we 005 
to aim at, ſo the moſt effectual Way tod 


tain it, is to remove all Occaſions for furs 
Controveriies, by putting a Stop to the v JN 
ther Progreſs of Schiſm and Diſſention. F 
tis a Pity, ſuch Difeaſes ſhou'd affect a wiv 
Nation, where the People generally agree 
the ſame Fundamentals of Religion; bur mY 
which looks molt dangerous in the Calc 
that Atheiſm bath occalionally advanced 
ſelf with theſe Diviſions; this but too clea 
appears, when we may behold thoſe vi 
Men, who openjy deny ail ReveaPd RY 
gion, and prattif neither Moral nor Divi 
Laws, with furious Zeal and open Mou 
cry out for Liberty of Conſcience. It loo 
as ii their Deſigns were only to break UW 
Neck of all Religion at once, rather t 
eſtabliſh the beſt Reformed Church in CY 
ſiendom , upon the ſtare Baſps of Peace «W 
U Bl LY , | 1 
| 78 
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1e 8 | 
„be Opponents of this Bill now depending 


1; Parliament, may perhaps urge here this 
oi: ON ection, That Man being a rational Agent, 
ley Ming from a free Principle of Election or 
ons Woice, muſt be dealt with in a Rational 
d Pl Moral Way, that is, by Perſuaſions 
Uni Admonitions, and therefore, ſay they, 
es Nen the Prelates and their Agents have 
forn Wploy'd the beſt Rhetorick they can, to 
ous Wperate Authority againſt thoſe who are 
to d Menters from them; we muſt then tell 
urch m, it is neither Rigour of Laws, nor 
e (1 MW Severity of their Execution, that can 
| an! thing avail them ; they have not to 
wh 8! with Brutes, that are driven by Force 
re Compulſion, but with Men, who have 
l „ eicnces, that muſt be ſatisfied in the Le- 
aſe Mity of their Actings; and therefore it 
bed the moſt prudent Courſe firſt, if they 
ca, to convince them in the Spirit of 
eekneſs, if not, then leave the Succeſs 
Cod, by taking off the Rigour of theſe 
1; 11 al Laws, which may indeed make Men 
out Fraliſts and Hypocrites, but can never 
loo Work a real Change upon their Hearts, 
* . infuſe true Grace into the Soul. To 
5 1 anſwer, 
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That, though Man be. a rational Age 
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"1 


and as ſuch is moſt agreeably drawn 1 
Perſwaſions and Admonitions : yet, my B. 3 
|. - thren are defired to remember, that there 
in Mana Senſitive Faculty as well as a Ration lh 
by the violent and irregular Motions of whic il 
he is many times hurried into ſuch Extras 
gancies, as would not only diſturb, but if n 
timely prevented, even utterly ſubvert- 
Policy and Order: and therefore, that it ist 
infinite Care and good Providence of Got 
for the ſecuring of Human Societies, to 0 


dain Principalities and Powers; by who * 


Authority are enacted good Laws and Coz 
tutions, which by Penalties annexed may n 
ſtrain the wilful Violaters of them, who a! 
commonly moſt led by the Sway of their Sei 
ſual Deſires, and are uſually more afraid 
Sin, for the Conſequences, or ſenſible EA 
which follow it amongſt Men, that is, for tb 
Shame and Puniſhments that are inflicted uj'8 
on their Bodies and Eſtates, than for as 
kind of Sentence, that Reaſon or Religion c 
pronounce againſt it. 5 
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er. Indeed, were the Precepts of the Goſpel 
s duly obſerved, as they are generally pretens. 
Br ed, or would Men be as readily Religious, 
© Fs we can tell them it is their Duty to be ſo; 
n ould their Preachers as effectually make them 
id emperate, Chaſte and Juft, Honeſt and Peace. 
avi le, and Obedient to their Superiors; or at 
'n Weaſt but reſtrain the contrary Exorbitances, 
they can ſhew them a Text of Scripture, 
th hat requires ſuch Obedience and Behaviour: 
30 Mould this be effected by their Sole Admoni- 
0 Mon, there would then be ſmall needof a Co- 
hol Ircive Power. But ſince we live not in Plato's. 
1 epaublick, but in the Dregs of Romulus; where- 
In , what through the Corruption of Human 
) ar ature, the Pride and Prejudice of Mens Spi- 
ts, the prevailing Intereſts of. Faction and 


8 
1 
L» 
— 
* 


Sei lt 
d 1 arties, the greateſt ſhare of the Nation are 
Ei hiſerably wanting in their Duty; living in 
ri WF known Diſobedience to the Laws both of 
| vi; Pod and Man. & 
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any 
z cal 8 When Atheiſm, Prophaneneſs and open De- 
Hauchery ſhall vaunt on the one Hand, when 
Schiſm, Faction and Sedition ſhall inſult it 
on the other Hand; when we are under ſuch 
Eircumſtances as theſe, ſo as it is in vain to 
dect hink that empty Talk ſhould have any Ope- 


ation and Effect upon the Wills and Affe- 


n 
ay 
— 


tions of theſe Men, who have thus hardened 
heir Foreheads as Brafs, againſt all Admo- 
o_ . nition ; 
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nition; I ſay, things being brought to this ® 
paſs, what more Effectual Courſe can be 


taken, chan to call in the help of the Secular 


Power; in l Humility to implore the Aid 
and Aſſiſtance of Her moſt Excellent Maje. 
ſty, and che Parliament, in whoſe only Power 
it is next under GOD, to form theſe Aa. 
buſes. % 


For however Fair and Specious their Pre. 3 
tences may be, yer methinks this following 
Reflection, that ſhouid make them irreconcile- 
able to all true Lovers of their Country. We 
cannot ſurely forget, what ſome Mens In. 
tereſts would have us do, that three flouriſh: 
ing Kingdoms were onde, and that not long 
ago, involv'd in Blood and Confuſion; the 
beſt conſtituted Church in CHriſtendom Schil. 7 
matically Defac'd ; and the belt of Kings De- 
ſtroyed and Murther'd by his Rebellious Sub. 
jects. Now if we may be allowed to enquire? 
into the Reaſon of theſe things, that is, if it 
be conſiſtent with our Allegiance to prevent 
che like for the Future, what was the true 
Cauſe of this Miſery and Confuſion? 


* 


Fhe exceſſive Dominion of the Hierarchy, 
with the rigorous Impoſition of Human 
Ceremonies, was accounted much of the 
"SB Malady in Former Times, which ended 
in thoſe deadly Convulſions of Church and 
State. The ſtrict impoſing of Forms in 
® Worſhip, was the very thing that Dilqui- 
eted the Nation, taking in the concomitant 
# Ceremonies and Saubſcription. But theſe 
things are too Notoriouſſy known, to need 


re. Any Enlargement; their own Declarations, 
lug Remonſtrances, &c. are ſufficient Evidence, 
le: F occaſion ſhall require, 

We 

In. 


TY And do we not now begin to repeat the 
i me Methods, by which our Ruin was at 


1 Frſt promoted? Are there not tender Conſci- 
ter Inces to be Satisfied, Diſſenters jn Religion to 
De. e Indulg'd ? which whoever oppoſeth, ſhall 


8 he not be Voted an Enemy to his QUEEN 
ub ind Country ? and then as formerly, muſt 


ien Dot evil Counſellors again be removed? By 
' 5 Which Arts, when a Company of Factious de- 
wm Wgving Men, ſhall inſenſibly have tied the 


Hands of all true Loyal Church-Men, and 
hereby once more put themſelves into a Ca- 
pacity; what can we then expect but a tho- 
Fough Reformation, that is, a total Extirpa- 

T| 1 ion of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, as ſad Ex- 
perience hach ſhe wn. 
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Indeed, 
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| indeed, if Almighty God hath deſign'd uf 
5 for Ruin, which our Sins have juſtly de. 
ſerv'd, this Method will effectually vol 
it; but if our Gracious God will ſtil] favour i 
his People, and hath purpos'd, notwithſtand. 
ing our continued Provocations, to lengthen i&h 
out our Peace and Tranquillity ; 'tis very 
much to be hoped that our Noble Patriots, % 
[7 who have diſtinguiſhed their Zeal for Church 4 
10 * 


| 
F in Vain, If this Courſe be effectually taken, 14 
| there is yet a well-grounded Hope, that both * 
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Second. Gy 
\ All the Art of Man cannot poſſibly foreſee, * 


* 


and conſequently not with any certainty pre- 7 


— 


vent, the multiplied Miſchiefs of Indulgence. $8 
The Heart of Man is deſperately Wicked, who can hs, 
1 know it? And there is that Pride, Ambition, * 
Covetouſneſs, Revenge, Car nal Intereſt in 
| Fact ious Perſons, that if the Reins of Diſci. Jo 
| k pline be not kept Strict, what other can be 
i | expected but our former Confuſions, the na- 8 
tural Centre, to which cheſe things tend? and 
this muſt be the Conſequence, if any Conclu- 
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It ſions can be made from cheir Writings, where- 
in they make a Banter of ReveaPd Religion, 
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Us 8 Teſt of the Prieſthood, as appears from 
de- Rights of the Chriſtian Church, falſly fo 


ote 88h 

)ur : | 

1d. If the Clergy have no Legiſlative Power, 
en t Ir are entruſted to put the Will of the Le- 


ry *Eſlator in Execution, they commonly have 
ts, IF Right to adviſe, there being no Medium 
"ch 8 St ween that and Legiſlation ; and conſe- 
ant SWently, all they can pretend to, relating 
ne  Excommunication, , Making or Ordain- 
en, '*Wſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, is Advice 
2th ly. We indeed fear no Puniſhments 
ey Mreafter, (faith the ſame Azthor,) on ac- 
he Saunt of any Actions of the Prieſts; and 
A aſequently his Excommunicating, Cur- 
Ws, Damning, Anathematizing, Cc. can- 
ve, Met render a Man's Condition as to the next 
re- FW orld worſe than his Actions have made 
ce. 8 Much leſs have the Clergy a Power to 
an Mfliver any over to Satan, &c. 
5 
in Mt all the firſt Fathers of the Church, were 
ci. WE of another Opinion to this rank Schiſma- 
me when St. Jerom, expounding againſt the 
Mees crept into the Church in his time, 


la- 

nd, Look then in what ſort the Prieſt made 
u- Clean and the Unclean under the Law, in 
re- (ame fort the Biſhop or Prieſt doth now 


or looſe, not thoſe that are Wicked or. 

d, but according to his Office when he 

heard the difference of the Sins, he know- 
_ D | eth 


20 J. „ 


; * 1 as 
eth whom to bind and whom to looſe. 8 


- 


_ Aaſtine ſays, The Keys are the Knowles 
and Power to diſcern, by which the P 


F% 


ought to exclude the Unworthy, and ac 
the Worthy into the Kingdom of GO D. Wb 


St. Clement affirms that the Biſhops arc 0 
Keys of the Church, and that they have 
Power to open Heaven Gates and ſhut 
and when our Saviour had ask'd his A poli. 
whom think you that I am? Peter, in the Na 
of all, anſwered, thou art the Chriſt ; then in 27 
Name, he promiſed to all the Church, 
Power of the Keys, in theſe Words, that n 
= you bind in Earih, fall be bound in Heaven.“ 
he deliver'd the tame Power aſter his Rc: 
rection to all the Apoſtles, without DH 
tion, Receive ye the Holy Gho#t : mhoſeſes 
* Sins ye remit, they ſhall be remitted to them. th * 
All the Church hath it alſo in her Prieſts A 
Biſhops, that whoſo Separateth himſelf . 
the Unity of Faith, cannot have his Sins 

mitted, or enter into the Kingdom of Hear! 

The Prieſts, and Miniſters of the G0 
have the ſame Right and Office, that 
Prieſts of the Law had in the matter 0; (8! 
Lepers. | _—_ 
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. becauſe the Religion taught by the 
oel, is nothing elfe but Faith and Love, 
hall only take notice of two principal 
Sls that ſeparate the Church of Chriſt ; 
is Firſt is Hereſie, which is an Error in Faith. 
is Doctrine; and Secondly, Schiſm, which 
BE Departing from the Love and Commu— 
n of the Church, tho agreeing otherwiſe 
Wrewith in all the Points of Doctrine; and 
"WS is that which Opratas faith, Schiſma ſpar- 
ca gulo pacis diſſipatis ſenſibus generatim livore 
iur, &c. ut deſerta Matre Catholica impit 


ara diu amputentur, &c. nec poſſunt novum 
od aut alium agere, niſi quod jamaudum 
„ [nam didicerant matrem. 

— | 

[ 2 1 | 
he Hereticks, by thinking falſly of God, 


plate Faith ; the Schiſmaticks, by. unjuſt Di- 
ons, fall away from Brotherly Love, tho 
y believe the ſame that we believe; but 
Inbition and Want of Charity, that is, the 
Puntain of all Diviſions are the chief Ingre- 
ars to form a Schiſmatick ; and therefore + 
& Poor People that are free from thofe 
Ings, and. are carry'd away with the Facti- 
ot the Mighty as with a violent Stream, 
mo they be in the Separation, are not proper- 
In the Schiſm: and, as in the Factions that 
e raiſed againſt a Common- wealth, the 
ice puniſhes. only the Heads of the Con- 
Piracy, and thro Clemency ſpares the peo- 
= „ ple 


* 1 d | "= 
ple that were carry'd away through Tor 
rance, or out of Reſpe& to the others Po 
er and Greatneſs : So we hope the Father:% 
Mercies will deal with his Children, who {7 h 
the moſt part groan under the Ambition; WM 
their Leaders, and have ſeldom any part! 


their Deſigns and Councils. 


© Py 5-.D 


Sir Humphrey Mackworth, who hath been 
great Aſſertor of the Churches Rights, la 
down this Poſition, which ſeems to be ver 
juſt: * Intereſt, ſays he, is a prevailing thiz; 
« and does often diſpoſe Men by degree 
“ to a more favourable Enquiring into th 
& Truth; which is the Great thing th 
„Church ſeems to want for the Converlio 
& of the Diſſenters; and whenever they ſhi - 
& think fit to come over to the Church o 
„the ſake of their Principles, and not « 
their Profit, tney will certainly be recen 
& with all rhe Tenderneſs, Joy and Aﬀett: 
on that can be expreſs'd. 


Now there is no Method ſeems ſo prob 
ble to reconcile the Conteſt between botl * 
Parties, and to draw the Diſſezters inu 
the Church, as this Bill againſt Schi, whicl 
Jmuſt undoubtedly give ſuch entire Satis 
Sion and Confidence to the a 
that thoſe under the Government will be pu 
cout of all Fears and Jealouſies of being fo 
the Future interrupted in the peaceable Po“ 
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ons of their Liberties, either Civil or 
Mligious; and all others ſo entirely diſap- 
inted, that they cannot, with the leaſt 
adow of Reaſon, ever expect to come into 
Em ; and therefore the Security of this E- 
Mbliſhment, and the Unity of the Chureh, 
by means of this Bill, will in time allure all 
enters, having no other Hopes left, to 
me into the Communion of their Mother 
urch, who hath always her Arms open to 
Eccive them. | 
q, 
since then there is a Neceſſity of a Na- 
pi! Church, excluding all other Perſons not 
My out of the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
Wgrament, who do not Conform thereto, 
Wt alſo for preventing the future Growth of 
W/m, Since the Ruine of the Kingdom muſt 
Wall probability ſucceed a Separation of the 
dy Politick, 1s it not high time to heal theſe 
Poiſions? and which way can this be done, 
Wt by paſſing a Bill of this nature? what 
her Recompence can be paid to the Legal 
d Faithful Members of the Church, than 
have the Honour of fixing Her upon a 
ting Foundation? Dare not the People. 
England truſt their Liberties in the Hands 
their Repreſentatives ? have they any 
Walon to doubt their Conduct? or was there 
Per a milder or a juſter Government? 
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Laſt of all, let me ask this Queſtion, Ar. 
the Church-men, without ſuch a Bill as thi, 
ſecure that there are no lurking Atheitts, n 
Republicans behind the Curtain, who ar: 
ſtriving for Power and Dominion, under th. 
ſpecious Pretences of Liberty of Conſcience: 
Are you ſure that ſome ſuch Men are no 
making uſe of the Diſſenters as Tools an 
Scaffolds to raiſe themſelves, deſtroy ou 
Conſtitution, and extirpate all True Religion / 


out of the Kingdom? Is there no reaſon t 


ſuſpect that theſe are the Men who hav: 
made uſe of ſo many Arts and Stratagems u 
undermine our Conſtitution both in Churd 
and State; to ſet not only the Churchme 


and Diſſenters together by the Ears, bur all 


to divide the Church itſelf? And ſince the 

know that, in all probability, the Churc 

cannot be deſtroy'd but by it felf, do the 

not find it neceſſary to keep the Difſenter 

from Uniting with the Church, and th 

2 in a Diviſion with its own Mem 
rs. 
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